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Jatropha maheshwarii Subr. et Nayar, spec. nov. 

Affinis /. vffiosae Wt., a qua tamen aiffert foiiis 
ovato-oblongis, integris, acutis vel acuminatis ad 
apicem, rotundis ad basin, petalis ad basin unitis, 
pubescentia nulla. 

Frutex monoicus, erectus, glaber, ramificans ab 
infra, ad 1.5 m altus; cortice pallido, levi, papy- 
raceo. Folia 8-17.8 x 3.5-10 cm, oblongo-ovata, pel- 
tata vel subpeltata integra coriacea acuta vel acu¬ 
minata ad apicem, ad basin vero rotunda, basi 
3-5-nervia, nervis lateralibus 5-7-jugis, nervis minori- 
bus palmatim reticulatis; petiolis 4.5-16 cm longis; 
stipulis minutis scariosis cito decidentibus. Flores 
lutei, in cymas terminales, rarius oppositifolias dis- 
ositi, quarum flores centrales feminei, pedicellis 
revibus” bracteis 3-8 mm longis lanceolatis acutis, 
Flores masculini: Sepala 5, in alaftastro imbricata, 
breviter unita ad basin, 3-4 mm longa, elliptico-ob- 
longa, glabra. Petala 5, contorta, breviter unita ad 
basin, 4-5 mm longa, lineari-elliptica, extiis glabra, 
villosa ad basin intus. Discus 5 glandulis constans 
dispositis circum basin columnae staminalis; glan- 
dulae Pvatae, minutim stipitatae. Stamina S-prfila- 
•mentis tenuibus, unitis. in, columellam; antheris 
lineari-oblongis, dorsifixjs, longitudinaliter dehis- 
centibus. Pistillodium nullum. Flores feminei: 
Sepala 5, imbricata in alabastro, breviter unita ad 
basin, 4-5 mm longa, oblongo-lanceolata glabra. 
Petala 5, contorta, breviter unita ad basin, 5-6 mm 
longa, lineari-elliptica, glabra. Discus ut in flore 
masculin. Ovarium ellipsoideum, glabrum, 3-locu- 
latum, ovulis singulis in singulis loculis, pendulis; 
styli 3 infra uniti, limbo bilobo, stigmatibus clavatis. 
Capsula 1.4-1.6 cm longa, 1.2-1.4 cm diam., oblongo- 
globosa vel subglobosa, brunneola, glabra aspera; 
semina ± 1.3 xo,8 cm, oblonga, Crustacea, brunne¬ 
ola, nitentia, carunculo eminenti. 

Holotypus Nayar ioy A et isotpyi Nayar toy B-I, 
lecti ad Kanyakumari in ditione Madras in India 
meridionali ad maris altitudinem die 5 aprilis 1956 
positi in herbario centrali nationali ad Calcuttam 
(CAL). 

Jatropha maheshwarii Subr. & Nayar, spec. nov. 

Allied to /. villosa Wight, but differs in plants 
being glabrous; leaves oblong-ovate, entire, acute! 
to acuminate at apex, rounded at base; and petals 
united only at base. 


* Systematic Botanist, Kew Herbarium. 
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Monoecious, erect, low-branching, glabrous shrubs, 
upto 1.5 m tail; bark pale, smooth, papery. Leaves 
5-17.5 x 3.5- 10 cm, oblong-ovate, peltate or subpel- 
tate, entire, coriaceous, acute to acuminate at apex, 
rounded at base; venation palmately reticulate, base 
3-5-nerved, lateral nerves 5-7 pairs; petioles 4.5-16 
cm long; stipules small, scarious, soon deciduous. 
Flowers yellow, in terminal or rarely leaf-opposed 
trichotomous cymes, the central flowers of cymes 
usually female ; pedicels short; bracts 3-8 mm long, 
lanceolate, acute. Male flowers: Sepals 5, imbri¬ 
cate in bud, shortly united at base, each 3-4 mm 
long, elliptic-oblong, glabrous. Petals 5, contorted, 
shortly united at base, each 4-5 mm long, linear- 
elliptic, glabrous without, villous at base within. 
Disc of 5 distinct glands arranged around the base 
of the staminal column; glands ovate, minutely 
stalked. Stamens 8-9; filaments slender, unitea 
into a column; anthers linear-oblong, dorsifixed, 
dehiscing longitudinally. Pistillode absent. Female 
flowers: Sepals 5, imbricate in bud, shortly united 
at base, each 4-5 mm long, oblong-lanceolate, glab¬ 
rous. Petals 5, contorted, shortly united at base, 
each 5-6 mm long, linear-elliptic, glabrous. Disc 
as in male flower. Ovary ellipsoidal, glabrous, 3- 
celled; ovules one in each cell, pendulous; styles 3, 
united below, each limb bilobed; stigmas davate. 
Capsules 1.4-1.6 cm long, 1.2-1.4 cm across, oblong- 
globose or subglobose, brownish, .glabrous, rough; 
seeds ± 1.3 ><9.8 cm, oblong, crustaceous, brownish, 
shining, caruncle prominent. 

The holotype of this species Nayar ioy A and 
isotypes Nayar toy B-I, collected at Kanyakumari, 
Madras State, S. India, at sea level on 5th April, 
1956 have been deposited in the Central National 
Herbarium (CAL), Sibpur, Howrah. 

The specific epithet is given in honour of' Pro¬ 
fessor P. Maheshwari, Delhi University for the 
impetus he has given to botanical research in India 
particularly in the field of comparative morphology 
in relation to systematic botany. 
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Figs. 1-8 : Jatropha maheshwarii Subr. & Nayar 
1. Twig. 2. Calyx-male flower. 3. Corolla-male flower. 4. Calyx-female flower. 
5. Corolla-female flower. 6. Pistil. 7. Fruit. 8. Seed. 



